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Dash of Pop Culture

What if it were possible to hook students on anthropology before they took their first
class or to pique their interest in your new course? With a catchy title and a hint of pop
culture, it can become a reality and a way to help boost anthropology enroliments.

Pop culture, or popular culture, refers to the ideas, trends, entertainment, and social
practices that are widely accepted and consumed by the general public. Typical
elements include music, movies, fashion trends, and even slang. This tool will help you
start the brainstorming process to create a “buzz” around your course or upcoming
event. And, it will keep it timely since people are more likely to be interested in what
catches their attention.

Keys to Creating and Keeping Interest

1. Know Your Audience - Target them!

Start with the end goal: reaching your audience. Are they current anthropology
students, undeclared majors, or graduate students? For example, you may
want to generate and retain student interest in an introductory anthropology
class while also explaining anthropology’s importance and relevance.

2. Create a Catchy Title - Keep it fun!

Think of a title like a pitch. Keep it short, but captivating. A persuasive title for
an event is three to four words, but feel free to add a five-to-six-word subtitle to
let them know what the event is really about. Avoid words that are
uncommon. Alliteration, a play on words, and slang are great ways to keep it
fun. Titles should be understandable and encourage people to want to know
more. A good course title might be: “Culture IRL: Anthropology in Everyday
Life.” It incorporates text slang, “IRL" (i.e., in real life) and then provides a brief
subtitle offering additional detail.

3. Incorporate Pop Culture - When possible
Pop culture references not only generate interest, but can also create instant 4
an instant connection for students. If you tie your course and title to a current
trend, or incorporate a popular form of media, you will draw their attention. If
you are unaware of popular trends, ask your students or do an online search for =
“Trending Topics.” To add relatability to your title, consider these alternatives: ‘

» Barbie, Beyoncé, and Belonging: Understanding Culture through

Representation
« Why Is Everything a Vibe? Exploring Culture in Ways that You Can “Feel”

Of course, not everything needs to be tied into pop culture. This approach
works better with some topics than others.


https://anthrocareerready.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/ACRN-Boosting-Anthropology-Enrollments-02.15.2025.pdf

4. Do Your Research - Is it appropriate, relevant, and timely?
Words may have more than one meaning, especially if you are
incorporating a pop culture reference. Make sure you research the
meaning of your title, so that it will not be misconstrued. A simple
online search is a useful starting point, but you might also ask a
student, a peer, or a professional for their views. Similarly, when | searcring
referencing pop culture, do your best to guard against controversy | .

such as some “hidden” meaning in your title. [

Ensure that your reference is relevant to the topic, and highlight that - J
relevance in your outreach. You do not want to reference Beyonceé if no
mention of her is included in the actual course. For example, you could ~.

use an image from one of her videos on your class flyer, and then
center a discussion on the video's use of color in your Semiotics course.
Song lyrics and short video skits can also help persuade your target
audience to attend and keep coming back if they have meaning for
them.

Stay current. Advertising slogans from “back in the day” may fall flat on
your audience. “This is not your father’s Oldsmobile” will not resonate
with Gen Z if they have never heard it, or worse, if they do not know
what an Oldsmobile is! Other brands link to elements of pop culture.
Nike's memorable slogan has enjoyed long-term staying power. What
about offering a workshop called “Just Do It: PhotoVoice in Your
Research"?

5. Market - You have done the work, so show it off!
Posters and flyers can help promote your course or
event! Add fun graphics that make your title pop.
Canva, PicsArt, and many other platforms have quick
and easy-to-use templates to assist you. Post them to
your social media pages or print them out and hang
them up around campus. Advertising in this way will
get people talking!
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This example was made using a free Canva template!
Ceme join the discussion!

DAY TIME ROOM

FOOD, FUN AND FRIENDS

~

dCRM™N

anthropology 2

CAREER READINESS NETWORK


https://anthrocareerready.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/ACRN-Photovoice-for-Research-07.13.2024.pdf
https://www.canva.com/
https://picsart.com/

