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A blogpost is a piece of writing, published on a blog (short for weblog), where people
can share their ideas, perspectives, and information. Teaching students how to create
engaging and informative blogposts helps develop clear thinking, a chain of logic, and
succinct writing skills. Opportunities to integrate blogposts into coursework range
from highlighting the value of specific course themes, to describing a field or lab
experience, to elucidating key research results. Proficiency in writing blogposts is easily
transferable to the workplace in the form of summarized content, impactful
communications, and reader-friendly reports.

Why should students be able to write a blogpost?

Blog writing is excellent practice for:

« Organizing your thoughts

e Defining a major point and supporting it

e Writing in a clear, condensed manner

* Maintaining a tone and a voice

» Discovering which examples help corroborate an
argument

e Understanding how to accept and learn from an
editor's changes

e Creating emails, memos, and reports that co-workers
will read and respect
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How can instructors help students acquire the
skills for creating a blogpost?

Teach how to identify key points for a successful blog by:

* Reading well-written blogposts and analyzing how the arguments flow together

* Knowing the story and thinking of it as writing a persuasive letter to a friend

e Expressing the blogpost from a personal point of view—not passive voice or stilted Artificial
Intelligence

» Using the first paragraph to introduce the topic, experience, or opinion and provide
credentials for writing about it

e Listing the statements in order of importance which support the central topic, experience, or
opinion

» Creating a diagram to chart the main point and substantiating text, if helpful

* Encouraging contact with the blog editor to answer questions

e Preparing students to accept edits

e Focusing on clear and concise statements and avoiding run-on sentences

* Excluding distracting and evaluative descriptors, particularly ones like “very” or “great”

« Eliminating phrases like “in my opinion,” or “I would like to point out that,” which add extra
verbiage

¢ Running spell check and grammar check



What are the best strategies to grab an audience’s
attention immediately?

Engage readers by:

Examining a variety of blogpost openings
Challenging the reader, perhaps with a counterfactual
or “what if" statement

Putting forth an astounding number or statistic for
further discussion

Selecting a small detail or example to make the
greater point

Saying something unusual and/or honest about
yourself

Keeping the opening short and punchy

Avoiding long, run-on sentences

Knowing if it does not grab you, it will certainly not
grab readers

How can an instructor help students create a captivating title?

Identify catchy language by:

Finding good titles to emulate

Looking at popular language in ads, on social media, or other media
Provoking or slightly teasing the reader while maintaining respect
Seeking sympathy from the reader

Making the title relevant to current “slangy” language while not sounding
unprofessional

Again, knowing if the title does not grab you, it will not grab readers

How can a blogpost sound authoritative?

Provide specific examples for:

Verifying the major point or argument

Citing important authorities in the field, but not in a dry, academic voice
Demonstrating expertise in the field with facts and on-the-ground observations
Sounding professional and logical, not biased

Can you disregard length considerations?

Investigate length considerations by:

Comparing the length of other blogposts in a collection to see the pertinence of their
length

Knowing that blogposts typically deliver concise, memorable, honed messages
Working with editors to meet length requirements

Realizing that lengthy blogs often contain excess, redundant, or irrelevant verbiage
Understanding that many readers will not read a long blog
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What role does the audience play?

Write for your audience by:
e Researching and writing for the audience who will read
your blogpost
e Analyzing how other blogposts appeal to the blog's

audience in commentaries
¢ Respecting the audience; knowing that many readers
have limited time to read blogs

ACRN'’s World of Work blog should be your first stop
for blogposts to use in teaching.

Below are some selected World of Work blogposts:
« Why is it relatively straightforward and useful to incorporate practice into anthropology
courses?
* Which tools have been relevant in my journey as an anthropologist delving_into UX Research?
* How can storytelling_unlock the world of anthropology?
» What can the new workbook, Career Tools for Anthropology, do for me?

Interested in writing for the World of Work blog? Submit here.

Other Recommended Posts:
e Sapiens - What Is Anthropology?
e Matt Artz - Best Anthropology Blogs

Many bloggers now write on platforms like Substack, Medium, or even LinkedIn instead of
maintaining a personal blog website. You can search for your favorite authors and subscribe or
follow them to see their latest posts.

While some independent publishing platforms are free, others may charge a subscription fee to
publish with their services. However, you may also be able to make money on these platforms by
offering paid subscriptions to newsletters or access to exclusive or early content.

Independent Publishing Platform Examples
e Medium

Substack

e Ghost

e Patreon

The market is a rapidly evolving like much of tech, so watch for new applications and platforms in
the future.
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https://anthrocareerready.net/updates/world-of-work-blog/
https://anthrocareerready.net/why-is-it-relatively-straightforward-and-useful-to-incorporate-practice-into-anthropology-courses/
https://anthrocareerready.net/why-is-it-relatively-straightforward-and-useful-to-incorporate-practice-into-anthropology-courses/
https://anthrocareerready.net/which-tools-have-been-relevant-in-my-journey-as-an-anthropologist-delving-into-ux-research/
https://anthrocareerready.net/how-can-storytelling-unlock-the-world-of-anthropology/
https://anthrocareerready.net/what-can-the-new-workbook-career-tools-for-anthropology-do-for-me/
https://anthrocareerready.net/updates/world-of-work-blog/submit-a-wow-blog/
https://www.sapiens.org/language/what-is-anthropology/
https://www.mattartz.me/best-anthropology-blogs/
https://medium.com/
https://substack.com/about
https://ghost.org/
https://www.patreon.com/

