Western

UNIVERSITY -CANADA

ANTHROPOLOGY 4401F-001
Anthropological Thinking and Practice
Department of Anthropology
**PROVISIONAL** COURSE OUTLINE (Updated, September 2022)

Fall 2022

Class time and location: Tuesdays 9:30-12:30, SSC-3102.
Instructor: Dr. Andrew Walsh (he/him)

Email: awalsh33@uwo.ca

Office and hours: SSC-3402, meetings by appointment on Zoom or in person.

Requisites
Antirequisites: the former Anthropology 4400E.

Prerequisites: Anthropology 3350F (or the former Anthropology 3301E) and registration in Year 4
in any anthropology module.

Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your Dean to enroll in
it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record. The decision may not be
appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for
failing to have the necessary prerequisites.

Course Description

This course is intended to serve as a “capstone” course — meaning that it is intended to (1)
encourage students to reflect on and draw from what they have learned through several years of
studying anthropology while (2) giving them the opportunity to engage in original “anthropological
practice” at an advanced level and in ways that are directed toward a variety of possible futures.

See the course OWL site for more information on how the course will work week to week.

Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to

o reflect critically on the learning outcomes of the anthropology modules in which they are
enrolled and demonstrate how they have achieved these outcomes.

e communicate the importance of anthropology and the value of their own anthropological
training to various audiences.

e evaluate the possibilities and limitations of “group work”, and plan and carry out effective
collaborations.

o effectively communicate their own anthropological passions to various audiences.

e better apply anthropological approaches and insights to a range of topics and experiences.

Course Materials
Registered students will be able to access course readings through the course site in OWL.
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Evaluation
Learning Outcomes Assignment — 10%, Submission Window: September 23-26.

This assignment, fully described on OWL, asks you to reflect critically on the “learning outcomes”
associated with your degree. We will discuss this further in class on September 20%.

Class/Group/Individual Projects on Applying Anthropology — 20%, Submission Window for Final
Projects: November 25-30.

In this class project, we will be working collectively, in small groups, and/or individually to identify,
discuss, and communicate compelling cases of how anthropology (i.e., anthropological methods,
theories, insights, approaches, etc.) is being applied in the real world today.

This project is being carried out at the request of the American Anthropological Association’s
Career-Readiness Commission (https://anthrocareerready.net/about/), a group of practicing and
academic anthropologists who feel that we might be doing a better job of preparing students for a
wide range of careers in which a background in anthropology can serve them well.

I will introduce this project in our first week together and then we will meet with the Commission’s
head, Dr. Elizabeth Briody, on Zoom in class on October 4% to discuss further. Dr. Briody will then
join us in person (on campus) on November 29 to see what we've come up with. Students will
have the choice of working individually or in small groups. The form that final projects will take will
be determined in consultation with Dr. Briody.

Final Project — 50%, Submission Window for Final Projects: December 2-7

We will discuss this in class, but there’s no harm in starting to think about it early, so please read
on ...

This is an independent project that you will be working on throughout the term. The final product
could be an original research essay on a topic that has always interested you, a literature review on
topics that you are thinking of pursuing in future studies, an overview of anthropological work
related to a career or profession that you’ve been thinking about pursuing, a comprehensive report
on career options in a particular subfield, or something else. I am open to suggestions. My one
request is that youthink of this project as something you’re doing for yourself as much as for me
and this coursel

I will ask you to start thinking of possible projects as of our first class and ask you to discuss your
initial thoughts with one another in small groups in our second class, before meeting with me
before the end of September for 15-20 minutes to start working out a plan for how you might
complete this project over the next few months. Students are asked to submit a project topic and
timeline to me by October 11t that I will be able to give comments on. Students who do not
submit the project topic and timeline will have 5% deducted from their final grade in the course.
This is not meant to penalize students but to keep us all on track!

In another attempt at keeping everyone on track, I will make sure you have time to meet briefly
every week (during class time) in small “project groups” of 4-5 students. These will be
opportunities for you to discuss the progress you've made, frustrations you’ve encountered, and
concerns you have, and then to raise any questions/issues with me and the whole class.
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By November 8th you are asked to submit a 300-500-word document communicating the focus
of your final project along with a list of at least eight sources and a brief outline of how you
anticipate the final product looking. These proposals will be circulated to members of your project
groups in advance of the “anti-presentations” that will take place in class in mid-November. I'll
explain more in class, but the simple explanation of what I mean by “anti-presentations” is that
rather than asking you to present your proposal to others in your group (i.e., a standard
presentation) I will ask you to listen while others discuss your proposal amongst themselves. This
sounds scary, I know, but it will be enlightening and engaging in ways that traditional
presentations are not. Students who do not submit the project proposal on time will have 5%
deducted from their final grade in the course.

I will most likely ask to meet with you one-on-one again in the week following these anti-
presentations to discuss your plans for the final weeks of class. The submission window for final
projects opens on December 2" and closes on December 7,

Class Engagement — 20% (5% reported by October 12)

The “class engagement” grade has to do with your general engagement in/with the course
materials and the class, week to week. Although regular attendance and participating in class
discussions will certainly count towards this component of your grade, there are many other ways
in which students can demonstrate engagement with course materials and the class: by
participating in OWL forums, communicating over email, offering useful comments to classmates,
etc. Part of this grade will be determined by others in your small groups. To give you a sense of
how you are doing and what you might work on, I will provide you with a preliminary grade out of
5 by October 12t,

Please note: The evaluation methods described in this course outline are essential
requirements for the course. This means that to achieve the learning outcomes of the course
described in this outline, students must complete all of the assignments listed above.

Academic Statements and Policies

In order to pass an essay course, the student must exhibit some minimal level of competence in
essay writing and the appropriate level of knowledge of the content of the course.

Statement on Plagiarism

Students must write their assignments in their own words. Whenever students take an idea from
another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using quotation marks where
appropriate and by proper referencing. It is also a scholastic offence to submit the same work for
credit in more than one course. Plagiarism is a major scholastic offence.

All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial
plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All
papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference database
for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the
service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario
and Turnitin.com.
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Statement on Seeking Special Accommodations

No accommodations will be granted retroactively more than 10 days after an assignment’s due
date or a missed quiz or test. Please see your academic counsellor immediately if you will be
seeking accommodations based on medical or compassionate grounds.

Accessible Education

Students with disabilities work with Accessible Education (formerly SSD) which provides
recommendations for accommodation based on medical documentation or psychological and
cognitive testing. More information can be found on the Accessible Education site, as well as the
accommodation policy in the Academic Calendar.

Religious Accommodation

Students should consult the University's list of recognized religious holidays, and should give
reasonable notice in writing, prior to the holiday, to the Instructor and an Academic Counsellor if
their course requirements will be affected by a religious observance. Additional information is given
in the Western Multicultural Calendar.

Institutional Statements and Policies

All students should familiarize themselves with Western's current academic policies regarding
accessibility, plagiarism and scholastic offences, and medical accommodation. These policies are
outlined in Western’s academic policies by clicking on this link: Western’s academic policies

END
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