
Curiosity
Usefulness of on-the-ground fieldwork experiences and skills
Language skills (e.g., French, Spanish, Arabic)
Strategy of connecting locally with stakeholders for buy-in and
expertise
Ability to understand and explain cultural differences 
Capacity to diagnose and address problems
Implementation orientation
Opportunities to work domestically (and remotely) and abroad
Value-based line of work (e.g., compassion)

The field of international development seeks to improve the lives of individuals and
communities through health, education, democracy/democratic engagement,
microfinance, forestry, agriculture, water resources, housing, and other means.
Development efforts involve projects and programming, training, advocacy,
commodities and supplies, and research, as well as direct funding. Consequently,
international development differs from humanitarian assistance, whose aim is primarily
to assess and strategize on people’s immediate needs to keep them alive and healthy
during crises (e.g., war, famine, disasters, disease outbreaks). Anthropologists may find
themselves working on both sides over the course of a long career with governments,
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), or private firms.

Building a Career in
International Development

Organizations Involved in International Development

Major Funders/Donors Global NGOs Specialized NGOs

United Nations (UN)
World Bank 
Inter American
Development Bank 
U.S. Agency for
International
Development (USAID)
Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation 

CARE International 
Carter Center 
Oxfam International 
Save the Children 
World Vision 

Accion International 
Heifer International 
International Youth
Foundation 
International Fund for
Agricultural
Development 
Women for Women 

Chemonics
FHI 360
John Snow, Inc. 
DAI Washington
Management Sciences for Health

Partners/Contracting Agencies*

Alignment between Anthropology and International Development

JHPIEGO
ABT Global 
RTI International 
Population Services International
University Research Co. 

*Often contract with the U.S. Government, especially USAID.
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Page 3!

https://www.undp.org/careers
https://www.worldbank.org/en/work-with-us
https://www.worldbank.org/en/work-with-us
https://www.iadb.org/en/how-we-can-work-together/opportunities-job-seekers/shape-impactful-career-us
https://www.iadb.org/en/how-we-can-work-together/opportunities-job-seekers/shape-impactful-career-us
https://www.iadb.org/en/how-we-can-work-together/opportunities-job-seekers/shape-impactful-career-us
https://www.usaid.gov/careers
https://www.usaid.gov/careers
https://www.usaid.gov/careers
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/about/careers
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/about/careers
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/about/careers
https://www.care-international.org/careers
https://www.care-international.org/careers
https://www.cartercenter.org/about/careers/index.html
https://www.cartercenter.org/about/careers/index.html
https://www.oxfamamerica.org/about-us/careers/
https://www.oxfamamerica.org/about-us/careers/
https://www.savethechildren.org/us/about-us/careers
https://www.savethechildren.org/us/about-us/careers
https://www.worldvision.org/about-us/job-opportunities
https://www.worldvision.org/about-us/job-opportunities
https://www.accion.org/about-accion/careers/
https://www.accion.org/about-accion/careers/
https://www.heifer.org/about-us/careers.html
https://www.heifer.org/about-us/careers.html
https://iyfglobal.org/work-iyf
https://iyfglobal.org/work-iyf
https://iyfglobal.org/work-iyf
https://www.ifad.org/en/careers
https://www.ifad.org/en/careers
https://www.ifad.org/en/careers
https://www.ifad.org/en/careers
https://careers.womenforwomen.org/
https://careers.womenforwomen.org/
https://chemonics.com/jobs/
https://www.fhi360.org/join-our-team/
https://careers.jsi.com/JSIInternet/Careers/index.cfm
https://careers.jsi.com/JSIInternet/Careers/index.cfm
https://www.dai.com/careers/career-areas
https://msh.org/work-with-us/
https://www.jhpiego.org/careers/
https://www.abtglobal.com/careers/join-us-apply-now
https://www.rti.org/careers
https://www.psi.org/careers/
https://www.urc-chs.com/careers/
https://www.urc-chs.com/careers/


Because many positions are contract-dependent, there is significant turnover every three to five
years. Interning is a good option, especially if you can help to create or refine your own role. Check
through the internships listed by the USDA for ideas.

Resources
Programming by the UN Development Programme, USAID contracts/contractors, and job
postings from various organizations in the field provide a rich array of options.
USAID’s procurement announcement page identifies proposals in play and recently awarded
contracts which can guide your search. 
The Presidential Management Fellows program hires advanced degree holders to work in
various U.S. federal agencies.
Devex is a tremendous source for international development career information. Sign up for
their newsletter and review their other resources.
Get a first-person sense of the international development landscape provided by the
Independent Consultants for a Better World listserv. 
U.S. citizens who serve in the Peace Corps will gain language and practical local experience.
They will also have a network to come home to. (Put “returned Peace Corps volunteers” in a
search engine and see what pops up.)

Job Title Keywords
Administrative assistant

Program associate
Program coordinator

Project assistant
Project advisor

Research specialist
Field researcher

Evaluator
Manager
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Types of Work
Many positions are administrative and managerial in
which staff work from a headquarters or regional
office. This work typically involves coordinating or
managing other staff and consultants who are
doing programming in the field; travel could be
significant. Other positions are field-based working
directly with local counterparts to carry out local
efforts. Days often entail email exchanges,
documentation, designing research, logistics
coordination, meetings, and ensuring teams gets
things done on time. 

Entry Level Positions
BA/MA:  Program assistant or associate positions,
project coordinator, or advisors
PhD:  Research and managerial positions, and
roles in monitoring and evaluation 

Advice from Development Anthropologists
Laurie Krieger, PhD
Social and Behavior Change and Gender Director, USAID’s Clean Cities, Blue Ocean Program 

 Take a course in management.1.
 Network with practicing anthropologists and learn the organizations working in your area of
development (e. g., global health, governance, disaster relief, environment). Watch their
websites for job openings and then ask anthropologists if they can introduce you to someone
working in the organization. 

2.

 Read the resources on the websites which you will find the published gray literature and
learn the current jargon and hot topics.

3.

https://www.usda.gov/youth/career
https://jobs.undp.org/cj_view_jobs.cfm
https://www.usaid.gov/procurement-announcements
https://www.pmf.gov/
https://www.devex.com/
https://icbworld.org/
https://www.peacecorps.gov/ways-to-serve/service-assignments/browse-opportunities/peace-corps-volunteer/
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Adam Koons, PhD
Supervisory Program Manager, Office of Disability Integration, Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA)

 Develop/learn "marketable" skills and understanding in a range of disciplines: monitoring and
evaluation, survey design and analysis, grant writing and budgeting, and project
management. Knowledge of principles and jargon of technical fields such as agronomy,
public health, water and sanitation, and infrastructure is useful.

1.

 Just get a foot in the door, even if it is far below your education level: program assistant, junior
officer, data collection, grant manager, etc. Then work your way up. Seek short-term
consultancies that could add experience, networking, and leverage into the longer term.
Apply for EVERYTHING.

2.

 Ability to work in languages of developing countries: French, Spanish, Arabic, and local
dialects.

3.
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