
The world of nonprofits is broad and diverse, but these organizations all share the same goal: to serve a given community
through funded programs. For anthropologists seeking mission-driven work, nonprofits offer opportunities to impact your
community directly, focus on a specific issue, and build a network with other passionate people. Nonprofits can be
associations, community services, healthcare organizations, foundations, and charitable groups. Anthropologists can and do
contribute to nonprofits in a number of ways from being a founder, to serving in a leadership position, to contributing as a
volunteer. 

Mission-driven work
Visible impact of your work 
Topic- or issue-based projects
Opportunities to be creative
Ability to try out various roles

Lower pay than in private sector
Shifting priorities and less job
stability due to reliance on grants
and donations
Risk of burnout and high turnover
from demanding workloads

Type of Nonprofit
Role

Role Specific
Skills

Administrative &
Management

Development &
Engagement

Strategy &
Coordination

Research &
Evaluation

Stakeholder Management
Budgeting

Grant Writing
Donor Solicitation

Data Collection
Analysis

Program Management
Strategic Planning

Building a Career in Nonprofits

Why nonprofits?

Potential Benefits Potential Drawbacks

Core Nonprofit Skills Job Title Keywords
Active Listening

Advocacy
Change Management

Communications
Critical Thinking

Database Management
Event Planning

Facilitation
Partnerships
Presentation

Project Management
Stakeholder Engagement

Storytelling
Systems Thinking

Volunteer Recruitment

Administration
Assistant

Communications
Executive
Marketing
Operations

Advancement
Development

Donor
Engagement

Fund / Fundraising
Giving

Grant(s)
Major Gifts

Associate
Community
Coordinator
Consultant

Director
Impact

Manager
Officer

Organizer
Partnerships
Philanthropy

Specialist
Strategist

Analyst
Evaluation
Learning
Research

Program
Project

Strategy

Mix and match these keywords in your job
search queries. 

Nonprofit jobs often
require you to

perform more than
one role.

Volunteering is a
way to see if

nonprofit work is
right for you.

Visit Candid.org to learn more about nonprofits! 

https://candid.org/

