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Medical anthropologists draw upon cultural, linguistic, and biological anthropology to understand the factors that affect
health, healthcare, healing, and medicine. These factors may include religious beliefs, cultural practices, genetics, type of

insurance, and the external environment, to name a few.

Training in medical anthropology positions students for careers in a variety of settings including community health
organizations, hospitals, research institutes, and organizations working on health policy.

+ BA graduates may work as interns; securing an advanced degree will open up many career opportunities, especially in research.

« MA graduates may serve as researchers or evaluators, health educators, policy analysts, and user/patient experience analysts; they

also fill managerial roles.

 PhD graduates are usually engaged in research on a regular basis. The endless options for research topics offer flexibility in what to

study. Some medical anthropologists focus on one health issue (e.g., diabetes), while others may study health using a particular
frame (e.g., access to care).

There is no one way to build a career as a medical anthropologist. Ultimately, anthropology equips you to examine and influence thg
connections among individuals, their local environment, and their healthcare institutions. See the Society for Medical Anthropology for

more details on Medical Anthropology and a list of study topics.

Opportunities are
available locally,
nationally, and
globally.

Why medical anthropology?

Potential Benefits Potential Drawbacks
Improve the health experiences e PhD is required for some
of people research roles ( \A
Conduct research and contribute « May be difficult to find roles S
to policy outside of clinical settings
Apply skills in different settings » Grant-funded research roles

Work on multidisciplinary teams may not be secure long-term
Guide how health care services
are delivered

A dual degree
(MA/MPH or
PHD/MD) may open

more doors.


https://medanthro.net/about/about-medical-anthropology/

Potential Roles/Positions

Researcher/Ethnographer
Program Evaluator
Policy Analyst
UX Researcher
Program Manager
Patient Experience
Research Scientist
Health Educator
Government positions:
Federal (e.g., NIH. CDC; HHS, VA)
State (Health Department)
Local (e.g., County Public Health Office)
Global (e.g.,, WHO, UNICEF, USAID")

Advice

Ask yourself how you might want to work after graduation
(e.g., as an applied researcher, as a policy analyst, as a

community health worker).

o Your preference leaves you with options on what type
of degree to obtain and what professional networks to

join.

Explain your skill set as a social scientist when interviewing
with prospective employers who have limited experience

Core Skills

Primary and secondary research
Literature reviews
Public health knowledge (e.g., social
determinants of health)
Medical knowledge
Data analysis
Stakeholder management
Critical thinking
Storytelling
Observation
Health policy knowledge

Job Title Keywords

Mix and match these keywords in your job
search queries.

Qualitative research(er)
Population health
Public/Global health
Health policy
Health literacy
Mixed methods research(er)
Health program evaluation
Community health
International development
Humanitarian aid
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1. Society for Medical Anthropology (medanthro.net)

with anthropologists.

Learn to think systemically and comparatively about the
differences you encounter in: health/medical care systems,
insurance plans, and doctor’s visits, among other features.
Gain experience and understanding of health/medical
systems through “non-professional” avenues (e.g., learning
medical “lingo”, volunteering at health fairs).

2. National Institutes of Health (nih.gov)

3. United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (cdc.gov)
4. United States Department of Health and Human Services (hhs.gov)
5. United States Department of Veterans Affairs (va.gov)

6. World Health Organization (who.int)

7. United Nations Children’s Fund (unicef.org)

8. U.S. Agency for International Development (usaid.gov)
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