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My Professional Journey



Wouldn’t take nothing for 
my journey now.

Maya Angelou



The Accidental Applied Anthropologist
I fell into applied anthropological work by accident 

White House 2011 Beijing 2017 Alabama 2022



About Me
I trained in sociology and anthropology at the University of Florida and the University of Texas at Austin, specializing in Afro-Caribbean religion

Johannesburg, South Africa 

Rada141265@gmail.com



MY CAREER ROADMAP
The Road Less  T rave l led 

Trying to survive in New York led me to post-graduate 
work in researching education and immigration policies.

POLICY THINK TANKS 

I held more traditional academic positions at UNC Chapel 
Hill and DePaul University 

ACADEMIA 

My policy background led me into philanthropy, investing 
in groups and individuals advocating for social change.

PHILANTHROPY 

Since 2019, I have coached and trained leaders, teams, 
and organizations using anthropological perspectives.

CONSULTING 



The Anthropological Consultant



The Intersection of Consulting Roles
A consulting anthropologist wears multiple hats, often simultaneously.
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Negotiating the Forest 
of Symbols: Creating 
Consulting Value
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Essential Lessons from the Field



Lessons from the Field 
Here are three essential lessons I learned along the way

Mind the Gap 

Changing 
Landscapes and 
Audiences 

Foreign 
Tongues 

Keep Learning 

Read the Room 

Code 
Switching 
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Never Stop Learning
Here are three essential lessons I learned along the way

Mind the Gap 
Anthropology offers many tools for success. 
However, it is still a beginning, not an ending.

Changing Landscapes and 
Audiences 
Like any social group, each client offers a 
unique “culture” that  requires a tailored 
engagement strategy .

Foreign Tongues 
The social sciences and business share much in 
common, but often use different vocabulary to 
speak of organizational reality .

Keep Learning 
The consummate applied anthropologist keeps 
acquiring new skills that aid the work (e.g., 
facilitation, workshop design, etc.).

Read the Room 
Fieldwork never ends. Engaging in 
“discovery work” to determine the culture 
and the taboos. 

Code Switching 
Translate essential anthropological lingo 
and concepts into the business and the 
organizational discourse .
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Read the Room 
Here are three essential lessons I learned along the way
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Code Switching is Essential 
Here are three essential lessons I learned along the way

Mind the Gap 
Anthropology offers many tools for success. 
However, it is still a beginning, not an ending.

Changing Landscapes and 
Audiences 
Like any social group, each client offers a 
unique “culture” that  requires a tailored 
engagement strategy .

Foreign Tongues 
The social sciences and business share much in 
common, but often use different vocabulary to 
speak of organizational reality .

Keep Learning 
The consummate applied anthropologist keeps 
acquiring new skills that aid the work (e.g., 
facilitation, workshop design, etc.).

Read the Room 
Fieldwork never ends. Engaging in 
“discovery work” to determine the culture 
and the taboos. 

Code Switching 
Translate essential anthropological lingo 
and concepts into the business and the 
organizational discourse .
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Resources

An Anthropological Consultant’s Toolkit 



Consulting Resources 
Essential tools for engaging in consulting 



Resources 
Essential periodicals for working in the business context 

Harvard Business 
Review 

HBR Guides Stanford Social 
Innovation Review 

(SSIR)



Reflection Resources  
Tools for reflection that can be used by the client and the consultant



Resources
Tools for leading organizational change processes 

Alan Shabang
Sales Manager



DO YOU HAVE ANY

QUESTIONS?

Robert Adams 
rada141265@gmail.com


